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SENATE ENROLLED ACT No. 137

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning courts and court
officers.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 31-32-6-7 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2015]: Sec. 7. (a) Except as
provided in subsection (b), all matters in juvenile court shall be tried
to the court.

(b) A trial of an adult charged with a crime shall be tried to a jury
unless:

(1) the adult requests a bench trial; or
(2) the adult waives the right to a jury trial under the Indiana
Rules of Criminal Procedure.

SECTION 2. IC 33-23-5-9 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2015]: Sec. 9. (a) Except as
provided under subsection (b), a magistrate shall report findings in an
evidentiary hearing, a trial, or a jury's verdict to the court. The court
shall enter the final order.

(b) If a magistrate presides at a criminal trial, the magistrate may do
the following:

(1) Enter a final order.
(2) Conduct a sentencing hearing.
(3) Impose a sentence on a person convicted of a criminal offense.
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(c) This subsection does not apply to a consolidated city. Unless
the defendant consents, a magistrate who did not preside at the
criminal trial may not preside at the sentencing hearing. However,
this subsection does not prohibit a magistrate from presiding at a
sentencing hearing if there was no trial.

SECTION 3. IC 35-37-1-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2015]: Sec. 2. The defendant and
prosecuting attorney, with the assent of the court, may submit the trial
to the court. Unless a defendant waives the right to a jury trial
under the Indiana Rules of Criminal Procedure, all other trials must
be by jury.
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